THE OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE

Network Scholarship Programs (NSP)


2011 NSP Doctoral Fellows Program 
FOR PhD STUDY IN THE UNITED STATES of AMERICA or CANADA

RECOMMENDATION FORM INSTRUCTIONS
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LETTER WRITERS:

Applicants to the NSP Doctoral Fellows Program are required to submit three recommendations from professors, employers, supervisors, or lecturers.  Your candid, thorough responses on the recommendation form provided here will greatly assist in the selection process and help to ensure that successful candidates are placed in PhD programs at host universities that best meet their academic goals.
Please note that universities in the United States and Canada consider letters of recommendation very seriously in evaluating applications, so please take the time to provide detailed answers. 

Recommenders should note the following guidelines:

· Recommendations must include the name, address, and telephone number of the person providing the recommendation.

· When possible, recommendation letters should be returned to the applicant in signed, sealed envelopes in time for the applicant to return them with his/her full application to our offices by program deadline of October 22, 2010.

· Recommendations may be completed electronically and submitted via e-mail or fax in order to meet the deadline, but an original signed hardcopy version must be submitted to OSI as soon as feasible as follow-up.

· Recommendations written in a language other than English must be accompanied by an English translation.  Applicants may not certify their own translations.

· Recommendations from individuals outside academia (employers, etc.) should write or mark “unable to judge” for those questions that relate to purely academic issues.

· Please address any questions or concerns regarding recommendations to program staff:
Phillip Watkins, Program Manager


Open Society Institute, Network Scholarship Programs 


1700 Broadway, 17th Floor

New York, NY 10019 



Tel: 212.548.0109, Fax: 646.557.2567

pwatkins@sorosny.org
	2011 NSP Doctoral Fellows Program 
RECOMMENDATION  FORM

To the Applicant: Please complete Part I of this form before delivering it to your recommender.
PART I:

Name of Applicant:      
Field of Study:      
Subfield of Study:       



	To the Recommender: Please complete Parts II and III of this form.

PART II:

PRIVATE
Name and Title of Recommender:      
Contact information (include e-mail if available):      
How do you know the applicant?      
How long have you known the applicant? 
      Months
      Years

How do you rank the applicant among others in his/her field?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Top 5% 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Top 10% 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Top 25%  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      %
Using the chart below, please rate the applicant.



	PRIVATE

	Outstanding
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor
	Unable to Judge

	Commitment to teaching 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Intellectual Ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Perseverance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Motivation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Potential to contribute to the academic field
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Resourcefulness & Initiative
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Research Ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Leadership Qualities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Ability in oral expression (English)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Ability in written expression (English)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Adaptability to new situations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



PRIVATE
PART III:

Please answer the questions below in as much detail as possible.  You may attach additional sheets of paper, if necessary. 

1. If you have taught this applicant in courses, how did he / she perform?  If you are the applicant’s employer outside academia, how did he/she perform professionally?  Please give detailed examples of how his/her performance compared with colleagues.

     
2. Please share examples of specific accomplishments that the applicant has already made in his or her academic field.  If you are the applicant’s employer outside academia, please give examples of his/her specific accomplishments and professional growth:

     
3. In what ways do you think this applicant will be able to make a difference in his or her academic field upon return home to Moldova or Tajikistan?    Try to imagine the applicant in 10 years.  What do you guess the applicant will have accomplished academically and professionally by then?

     
4. Please comment on any other aspects of the applicant that you think are noteworthy and relevant to performance in a PhD program in the United States or Canada.

     
CERTIFICATION

By typing my name and submitting this recommendation, I certify that the information given in this application is complete and accurate.  I also understand that I will need to submit a signed, hardcopy version of this recommendation as soon as feasible.
Name:       

 Date:      
Signature: __________________________________________


 

